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Hyder Ali's Eelations with the Marathas 

(1766-67) 

In March 1765 Madhava Rno agreed ro negoriare a treacy wrrh 
Hyder and conclude his first campaign against him. In course of 
the negotiations Madhava Rao demanded that Harihar and Basava- 
pattam should be included in the 1st of territories ceded by Hyder. 
The desire to retain these two outposts on the other side of the 
Tungabhadra pointed to a plan to occupy Bidnur, of which Basava- 
pattam was the key. Hyder therefore got a clear indication that the 
Peshwa wanted to resume the offensive against him at the earliest 
opportunity. But he had won over Raghunarh Rao and rhe Peshwa 
was prevailed upon to remain satisfied with the cession of Bancaporc 
and the restoration of the possessions of the chieftains of Guci and 
Savanur along with the payment of twenty-eight lakhs as tribute . 1 
But Hydet knew it quite well that the Maratha menace would 
reappear very soon and he knew how formidable his Mancha 
opponent was. 

Hyder might have turned to the Nizam or the British against 
die Marathas. But his policy, as has been said by Khare, was like 
chat of Sivaji in relation to Bijapur, Golconda and the Mughals. 
He had an eye on the territory of all and he did not find it to his 

1 Pnhu* Dafur, vol 37— turn no. 60. 61, 61. 
a /JitihZsik Letba Sithgrths, voi III, Intro. 




